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BREAKFAST OPTIMIST CLUB
SPARTANBURG, SOUTH CAROLINA
S.C.DISTRICT #4




  C A  L  E  N  D  A  R:
*June 21-25…Security Blanket – Camp Victory at O.A.

8:30 am – 5:00 pm each day

June 26…Reg, Bkfst. Mtg. @ O.A. 9:00 am
June 28..July Bd. Mtg 6:30 pm  @ Tom & Lucy Russell’s house
Jul.. 10…Reg. Bkfst Mtg. @ O.A. - Speaker 


Lane Filler Herald Journal Writer

Jul. 24…Reg. Bkfst. Mtg. @ O.A. 9:00 am

Jul. 31…Fifth Saturday O.A. Work Day- 8:00 am Bkfst.
BIRTHDAYS IN JUNE:
June 7… Troy Bridges

June 25… Dan Holloway

June 28…Chip Rivers

ANNIVERSARIES IN JUNE:
June 1…Marvin & Lynn Lawson

June 5…Dick & Judy Kugler (55 years)

June 6… Bryan & Eulalia Seay (62 years)

June 8…Walt & Claire Hopkins, III  (52 years)

Optimist Acres:   Camp Victory June 21-25      
                           <><><><><><>

Many thanks to Johnny Strickland and son Taylor for the grass cutting before the cub scouts camp out last week and this past Saturday in preparation for Camp Victory. Also, Mike McNelis and David Kunak for the work on the trail after breakfast last week.  Thanks also go to Ted Wilson in arranging for the carpet to be cleaned and Tom Russell, Mike Scales and others in getting the lodge and grounds ready for the Security Blanket – Camp Victory next week.



<><><><><><>

Excerpts from the June Board Meeting:

Ed reported the club Bylaws are being put on the Optimist website.  The primary change is the reclassification of the club to an IRS 501C(4) designation since the move to 501C(3) by OI was not successful.  A draft will be available for review.
Ed reported that Todd Young was preparing a members only section for the club website.  This section will also contain the current board minutes.

The next board meeting will be at the Russell’s house on June 28th at 6:30 pm.


<><><><><><><>

Our speaker for our last breakfast meeting was Paula White, Volunteer Director for Special Olympics Area 12 composed of Cherokee, Union and Spartanburg.  Paula indicates their motto is ‘Changing the World, One Athlete at a Time’.  Paula began by describing the extensive International Special Olympics.  Programs exist in over 150 countries with over 3 million athletes.  Locally they have over 600 athletes in the upstate program and Area 12 is one of 16 areas in South Carolina.  All ages are involved.  Children 3-7 years are listed as young athletes but do not compete, they are taught skills that will help them when they do.  Paula pointed out that activities take place at many sites in the upstate.  For instance the year begins at SCSDB with tennis and volley ball, then to Star Lanes for bowling.  It takes 5 days even with the 32 lanes available to do the competition.  Basketball 3 on 3 is at First Baptist North Spartanburg and basketball 5 on 5 is at Limestone College.  Aquatic sports are also included in the competition.  Competition on the local level leads to state competition and then they may qualify for national competition.  Paula proudly points out that 19 athletes and coaches will be competing on the National Level.  The cost for each athlete and coach is $1,000.00 and so it was a struggle for them to raise the 19 thousand needed.  She thanked Breakfast Optimist for the contribution from the club toward this goal.  Paula showed the ‘T’ Shirt that was printed and sold to help raise these funds.  All workers are volunteers and many like Paula have or had a child that benefits from the program.  Paula indicates that she has been involved for 24 years with her daughter who is now 28 years old.  The program at the Charles Lee Center has been a real asset to the since the athletes need to practice at least 8 weeks before competing.  These young people do not discriminate but form bonds of friendship with each other and they always seem happy and excited just to be able to compete.  They wear their ribbons and medals proudly.  Paula pointed out that some areas do not have access to bowling facilities so they bought 6 bowling sets and they take them to sites in those areas so the athletes can practice. Paula points out that normally boys compete against boys and girls against girls unless they are in wheel chairs then they compete against each other.   Activities for the most part take place during the school day, bus transportation is provided by the school districts.  Paula coordinates these activities for all seven districts in Spartanburg plus Cherokee and Union.  She takes the calendars for these nine districts and works out the calendar of events for the year.   THANK YOU,  PAULA FOR A VERY 

                            INFORMATIVE  PRESENTATION 

                          Paula with a token gift from Dan

      HOW SPECIAL OLYMPICS CAME ABOUT 
Eunice Kennedy Shriver’s journey to create Special Olympics began at home, with her sister, Rosemary, who was born with an intellectual disability.  Their close relationship inspired her to work on behalf of people like Rosemary, who were stigmatized and denied opportunity, regardless of their ability to participate.  In 1957, Mrs. Shriver took over the direction of the Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr. Foundation and focused it on research and improving society’s treatment of citizens with intellectual disabilities.  Since then, she has been a relentless force – knocking on every door to raise funds, advance research and include people who had been excluded from society.  In the early 1960s, she brought the fight home by starting a day camp for children with intellectual disabilities, Camp Shriver, at her house in Maryland.  Campers thrived and impressed the volunteers with their athletic skill, dedication and positive attitudes.  Mrs. Shriver realized then that sports training had the potential to transform lives and attitudes forever.  With the success of Camp Shriver, Special Olympics was born.  When Mrs. Shriver founded Special Olympics in 1968, she envisioned a program of athletic competition that sidelined prejudice and substituted opportunity and understanding.  She envisioned a more harmonious world – one where dignity and acceptance for all people would one day be the norm.  In the 40 years since, Mrs. Shriver has been a tireless advocate and a recognized leader in her field, doing perhaps more than any other person to improve and enhance the lives of individuals with intellectual disabilities.  As the Founder and Honorary Chairperson, she has overseen the growth of the Special Olympics organization from an American innovation to a global movement that advances human dignity and freedom.  She has brought Special Olympics to every corner of the globe by knocking on the doors of every world leader who would listen, and many who at first would not.
   From the website www.SpecialOlympic.org

VOL. 51                                       June 23,  2010                       Number 18



































�








